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Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) - Ear Training Lesson

INTRODUCTION 

I have gotten many requests over the years from 
students wanting to learn Christmas songs. 


One of the problems with this is the limited amount of 
time you have to learn and perform the music before 
Christmas season is over, and you have to wait until 
next year again. 


In this lesson, you will learn how to quickly add a well 
known and popular Christmas song to your repertoire. 


And we are going to do this entirely by ear! 

No sheet music. 

Please don’t ask for it. It only slows down the learning 
process. My system of learning by ear requires you to 
rid yourself of sheet music, and doesn’t work if you 
cheat.


Follow the instructions in this lesson. Download the 
mp3 backing track, and watch the accompanying 
YouTube video, and you will be playing this song by 
ear and from memory in no time at all.
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IN THIS LESSON 
Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) offers us a 
great opportunity to explore several key aspects of 
what it means to be a saxophone player in a 
contemporary group.


• Modern standard repertoire (Christmas Songs 
can come in handy)


• How to practice and memorize the pentatonic 
scale


• Learning a melody by ear using only the 
pentatonic scale


• Pacing a solo


MODERN STANDARD REPERTOIRE 
Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) is a popular 
Christmas song from 1963 originally recorded by 
Darlene Love.  Like most other popular Christmas 
songs, it has been recorded many times by a variety 
of artists. 


This song comes from the classic rock and roll era 
and can be considered a modern standard (at least at 
Christmas time).
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As saxophone players we can easily fall into the trap 
of focusing solely on the "jazz" repertoire. There’s 
nothing particularly wrong with this unless you plan on 
performing for the general public who are largely 
unfamiliar with many of those songs.


Learning modern standards and adding them to your 
repertoire is one of the most important things for you 
to do as a saxophone player who wants to connect 
with any kind of audience.


Unlike most of the jazz standard repertoire, the 
modern standards often have simpler melodies. Many 
are like Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) and 
are very pentatonic based. Pentatonic melodies are 
easily remembered and often catchy which helps to 
explain their popularity. More reasons to study this 
scale.


MELODIC EAR TRAINING 
We are going to learn the melody by ear but think 
about the corresponding pentatonic scale at the same 
time. You will be memorizing the notes of the melody, 
but at the same time, I want you to think about the 
notes in the context of the pentatonic scale.
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For example, if you are playing the alto saxophone 
and your first note is E, I want you to also keep in 
mind that E is the 3rd note in the pentatonic scale.


The reason we must do this is so that we can play this 
song in any key if need be.


If we learn our Pentatonic scale in all 12 keys, and we 
know a given melody is entirely pentatonic based, we 
should then be able to play that melody in any key.


Since you will likely be performing this song alongside 
a singer 1 key is not enough. Different vocal ranges = 
different keys.


If you listen to some of the many versions of this song 
by various artists, you will see that it is performed in a 
variety of keys. 


PERFORMANCE KEYS 
Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) 

Singers choose the key of any given song, based on 
their vocal range. This varies from one individual to 
another. Here is a list of some of the various keys this 
song has been recorded in:
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• Darlene Love - Eb

• Mariah Carey - Eb

• Michael Buble - F#

• U2 - Ab

• Fifth Harmony - D

• Lady Antebellum - G


The backing track I have created for this lesson is in 
the key of E-flat. I chose this since it is the key of the 
original recording, and is comfortable on the 
saxophone. 


E-flat saxophones such as alto and baritone will be in 
their key of C, while B-flat saxophones like tenor and 
soprano will be in their key of F.


Read my blog post about transposition for 
saxophones if this is at all unclear to you.


LISTEN TO THE MELODY 
The first step to learning this song is going to be 
simply listening to the melody. You can listen to any 
version you like, but you may find it easiest to start 
with a version in the key of E-flat (concert) since that 
is the key we will be playing in for this lesson.
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Listen to me playing Christmas (Baby Please Come 
Home) in E-flat on YouTube here.


You may also want to listen to the original version by 
Darlene Love or the cover by Mariah Carey. Both of 
these are also in the key of E-flat (concert).


Listening to music is as important for learning 
as playing your instrument. 

Listen to the song several times, until you can sing the 
melody. Learning the words is very helpful as well 
even though we will be playing the melody on our 
saxophone.


Thinking of the lyrics while playing allows us to phrase 
the melody as a singer would, and match up our notes 
with what we hear in our mind’s ear.


LEARN THE PENTATONIC SCALE 
In my teaching, I encourage players to learn the 
pentatonic scale. If you’ve taken any of my other 
lessons, or studied my Pentatonic Foundation Course, 
you should already know how to do this. 


If this is new to you, I encourage you to check out the 
free preview of the Pentatonic Foundation Course 
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which teaches you how to build a major pentatonic 
scale.


Here is the major pentatonic scale used for this song:


Concer< Inst>?ments: 

B-flat Inst>?ments (tenor & soprano saxophones): 

E-flat Inst>?ments (alto & baritone saxophones): 

This scale should also be learned an octave higher 
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Learn the scale for your instrument and play it from 
memory several times. 


PENTATONIC EXERCISES 
Now we need to practice the pentatonic scale to really 
get it under our fingers. We want the notes to come 
out automatically, without having to think about them. 


Remember, this only works if you don’t use the 
sheet music. If you’re still looking at the sheet 
music to play the scale at this point, stop. It’s 
only five notes and you can memorize it easily, 
believe me. 

Once you have learned, memorized and practiced the 
following two exercises, the next steps should be 
quite easy.


You must use a met>onome or backing t>ack for this step.  

If you don’t, you are doing it wrong and will not 
develop strong rhythm. 


There is more about how to effectively use a 
metronome or backing track in the Pentatonic 
Foundation Course. 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Pentatonic Exercise 1 (PE1) 

This exercise has you play your pentatonic scale over 
the full range of your instrument.


Learn, memorize and practice PE1 in the key for your 
instrument now. Use a metronome or backing track 
for this.


Here is Pentatonic Exercise 1 written out for each 
key:


E-flat major (concer< inst>?ments) 

F major (B-flat inst>?ments) 

C major (E-flat inst>?ments) 
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Pentatonic Exercise 2 (PE2) 

This exercise has us playing the pentatonic scale up 
and down one octave, but starting on each of the 
different notes.


Learn, memorize and practice PE2 now. Again, you 
must use a metronome or backing track for this part.


Here it is written out for each instrument:


PE2 E-flat major (concer< inst>?ments) 
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PE2 F major (B-flat inst>?ments) 

PE2 C major (E-flat inst>?ments) 

These pentatonic exercises are only the beginning. To 
really master the pentatonic scale and use it 
effectively, you will need to go a bit further… 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Pentatonic Foundation Course 

Learn to play the saxophone by 
ear with this comprehensive 
video course. These lessons 
have taught hundreds of 
students to do what they 
thought they couldn’t. 


You’ll learn songs by ear, and 
get started improvising your 
own solos quickly.

Learn more here.


Pentatonic Patterns for Improvisation 

Further develop your 
saxophone technique and 
mastery of the pentatonic 
scale with this ebook & 
backing track collection. 


• Over 60 pentatonic 
patterns.


• 12 backing tracks for each key.

Learn more here. 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LEARNING THE MELODY 
Go back and listen to the melody one more time to 
get it fresh in your mind. 


Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) has 2 sections, 
the verse and the chorus.


Every note of the melody is one of the 5 notes in the 
pentatonic scale.


When figuring out the melody by ear, remember that 
you are limited to these 5 notes. Don’t waste time 
searching for notes outside of the scale.


I’m going to give you the first note of each section to 
help get you started. The rest is up to you.


The Verse starts on 3 of the major pentatonic scale. 
By now you should know which note this is right away.


The Chorus starts on 1 of the major pentatonic scale.


LINE BY LINE 
The 2 sections of this song are short (8 bars) and 
simple. Once you have learned these 2 sections you 
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have the entire song learned since they get repeated 
several times. 


I suggest learning the melody line by line. For example 
start by figuring out the notes that correspond to the 
lyrics "the snow’s comin’ down".


Next learn the notes by ear for the following line of the 
song "I'm watchin’ it fall".


Tip: Break the melody down into g>oups of 2 or 3 notes. Play 
each g>oup of 2-3 notes at least 10 times perfectly and in 
rhy<hm before moving on. 

Repeat each line several times until it is well ingrained 
in your memory. 


You can use one of the suggested recordings to play 
along with while doing this. Pause and rewind as 
many times as necessary.


This is the fastest and most efficient way to learn any 
melody. You may be pleasantly surprised about how 
well you do with this. 
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER 
Now that you’ve learned the two 8 bar sections and 
have them memorized, practice playing the entire 
melody by ear several times over the backing track I 
have created for you, or along with any of the 
suggested recordings


Keep in mind that the form of this song is a repeating 
pattern of verse, verse, chorus.


IMPROVISING A SOLO 
In the YouTube video of me playing this song, you will 
hear me play an improvised solo towards the end. I 
start out playing exclusively notes from the pentatonic 
scale, and later expand my note choices beyond. 


You can see how I can construct an effective solo 
using only these five notes. 


I encourage you to experiment with this yourself. Put 
the backing track on and try playing simple and short 
phrases, as I do in my solo. Feel free to copy any of 
the ideas you hear. It is crucial to leave space and let 
your improvisations breath in much the same way that 
an effective melody does. 
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Below is an excerpt from my Ear Training Lesson for 
the song Stand By Me. Check out the free lesson for 
learning Stand By Me by ear here.


The same advice can be applied to Christmas (Baby 
Please Come Home) and any other song you want to 
improvise a solo over.


PACING A MELODIC SOLO 
Once you’ve really learned the melody and memorized it, 
play it several times over the backing track. Feel free to 
make variations using other notes in the pentatonic scale 
but make sure you play all the actual notes of the melody, 
and leave space. Just like good melodies, solos need to 
breath between phrases. Do not make the common mistake 
of beginning improvisors (and some not so beginning) of 
playing a constant stream of notes with no space. The first 8 
bars of the original melody to Stand by me goes like this: 3 
notes, space, 2 notes, space, 5 notes, space, 4 notes, 
space, 3 notes, space.


Try practicing playing an improvised solo over the backing 
track using the same formula as the original melody and 
only play notes from the major pentatonic scale.


This is a great way to discipline yourself and keep your 
soloing under control. You will quickly see that the results 
can be very musical. Do this over an over and see how 
creative you can be under the constraints. This is basically 
what a good improvisor should do. Be creative within a set 
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of guidelines. If you practice soloing like this, you will be 
able to play a solid solo over a song like Stand by Me in no 
time at all.


Next, try varying the formula for notes and spaces. Try for 
example 3 notes, space, 1 note, space, 6 notes, 2 notes, 
space, 4 notes. Write down your own formulas like this and 
try them out over the backing track. The space can be as 
short or long as you want. Use your ear, and be as musical 
as you can.


I’ve recorded an example of the sort of solo you can create 
just by using the pentatonic scale. See if you can copy 
some of the lines I play. Have fun practicing, and let me 
know if you have any questions.


BACKING TRACKS 
If you haven’t already, download the backing track for 
Christmas (Baby Please Come Home) here. 


There is no saxophone part in this recording.


Listen to the version on YouTube if you want to hear 
me playing saxophone over the backing track.
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TAKE YOUR PLAYING TO THE NEXT LEVEL 

If you’d like to learn more about improvising solos and how 
to learn melodies by ear take my Pentatonic Foundation 
online video course.


You’ll be playing by ear in no time at all… 

I go through each of the 
steps in my Play By Ear 
system starting with the 
basics. Watching and 
listening to me go through 
the steps with my 
saxophone helps make the 
concepts easier to understand and assimilate.


Make Practicing Fun with Backing Tracks 

This is one of the tools used by just 
about all musicians that are serious 
about improving. You need to play 
with other musicians to get better 
and short of having a professional 
rehearsal band at your disposal, the 
right backing track is a pretty good 
alternative.
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You won’t be needing this anyWore, but I’ve included 
downloadable sheet music anyYay. 

Even though you are strongly 
encouraged to learn all the material by 
ear and memorize it. You may need 
some extra help from time to time. 
Everything played in the course is also 
provided in sheet music examples that 
you can download and view on any 
device.


Improvisation will finally make sense 

A recording of an improvised solo played over one of the 
backing tracks is provided where I play using all the 
concepts learned throughout the course. A detailed 
transcription and analysis of this solo provides a great way 
to more thoroughly understand the material and how to put 
it into practice. 


Music Theor[ Ex\lained in a way you can understand 

If you’re not 100% sure about what different theory terms 
mean, it’s all covered in detail throughout the course. We 
learn about the difference between major and minor 
pentatonic scales, how to construct them, and how to find 
their relative partners.
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Play Along With a Pro 

One of the best advantages to learning in this way, is having 
the chance to play through all of the exercises and 
examples together with me. This is a sure fire way to know if 
you’re doing things correctly.


Course Guide Book 

The Pentatonic Foundation course also comes with a pdf 
guide book. This guide has all the information from the 
course and serves as an excellent reference if you would like 
to print it out or view on a tablet or computer screen.


E-flat and B-flat versions 

Separate versions of the course are available depending on 
the instrument you play. With your purchase, you get access 
to both.


It’s all in the Pentatonic Foundation 
course and a whole lot more…


Click here to find out more 
about the Pentatonic 
Foundation course. 
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CONCLUSION 

There are no shortcuts in music. You have to put the work in 
to get results. The key is knowing where to start and what to 
practice to achieve your goals. 


The Pentatonic Foundation will give you loads to practice 
and get you playing real music quickly.


If you have ever felt like your practicing has been leading 
you no where, perhaps you were practicing the wrong 
material?


I’ve been there myself many times which is why I created 
this program. 


Everything you learn here will be useful to you for as long as 
you’re playing music on any instrument and in any style.


As you progress, you will find yourself applying these 
concepts, techniques and strategies to whatever music you 
are learning and playing.
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